A  NOTE

ON THE  TYPE IN
WHICH THIS  BOOK  IS   SET

This book is set on the linotype in Casion,
so called after William Caslon (1692-1766), the
first of a famous English family of type-designers
and founders. He was originally an apprentice
to an engraver of gun-locks and gun-barrels .&
London. In 1716 he opened his own shop, for
silver-chasing and making bookbinders' stamps.
The printers John Watts and William Bowser,
admirers of his skill in cutting ornaments and,
letters, advanced him money to equip himSelf
for type-founding, which he began in 1720. The
fonts he cut in 1722 for Bowyer's sumptuous
folio edition of John Selden, published in, 1726,
excited great interest. A specimen sheet of type
faces, issued in 1754, made Caslon's superiority
to all other letter-cutters of the time, English or
Dutch, quickly recognized, and soon his types,
or types modelled on his style, were being used
by most English printers, supplanting the Dutch
types that had formerly prevailed. In style Cas-
lon was a reversion to earlier type styles. Its
characteristics are remarkable regularity and
symmetry, as well as beauty in the shape and
proportion of the letters; its general effect is
clear and open, but not weak or delicate. For
uniformity, clearness, and readability it has per-
haps never been surpassed. After Caslon's death
his eldest son, also named William (1720-78),
carried on the business successfully. Then fol-
lowed a period of neglect of nearly fifty years.
In 1843 Caslon type was revived by the then
firm of Caslon for William Pickering and has
since been one of the most widely used of all
type designs in English and American printing.
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